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INTERNATIONAL SPY MUSEUM
ADVISORY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The International Spy Museum is the only public museum in the world to explore the tra-
decraft, history, and contemporary role of espionage. Its collection of spy-related artifacts, 
the largest international collection on public display, brings to life the stories of the men 
and women who used these objects and provides a global perspective on this profession. 
Open since July 2002 and in development since 1996, the Museum works with its Advisory 
Board of Directors to ensure the authenticity and accuracy of the Museum’s depiction of 
the history and tradecraft of espionage. The Advisory Board comprised of leading intelli-
gence experts, scholars, and practitioners, helps the Museum plan all facets of the institu-
tion, from collections-building to program development.

Advisory Board of Directors

David Kahn. The world’s leading expert in the history of cryptology (making and breaking 
codes and ciphers), Mr. Kahn serves as an expert commentator to the media on this topic. 
He has taught modern political and military intelligence at Yale and Columbia Universi-
ties and was a visiting historian with the National Security Agency. His books on cryptol-
ogy and intelligence gathering include The Codebreakers; Hitler’s Spies: German Military 
Intelligence in World War II; and Seizing the Enigma: The Race to Break the German U-boat 
Codes.

General Oleg Danilovich Kalugin, KGB (Ret.) A retired Major General in the 1st Chief Di-
rectorate of the KGB, General Kalugin was the youngest general in the history of the KGB. 
Early in his thirty-two year career, he worked undercover as a journalist while attending 
New York’s Columbia University and then conducted espionage and influence operations 
as a Radio Moscow correspondent with the United Nations. General Kalugin played a ma-
jor role in the John Walker spy ring as Deputy Chief of the KGB station at the Soviet Em-
bassy in Washington, DC He was also an elected member of the Soviet parliament during 
Gorbachev’s administration and was one of the first reformers of the KGB. He is currently a 
professor at The Centre for Counterintelligence and Security Studies in Alexandria, Virginia.

David G. Major. The first FBI official to be appointed to the National Security Council, Mr. 
Major served as the Director of Counterintelligence, Intelligence and Security Programs. 
During his twenty-four year FBI career specializing in counterintelligence, he was involved 
in over 100 espionage cases of the last twenty-five years. He is the founder and President 
of The Centre for Counterintelligence and Security Studies in Alexandria, Virginia.
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H. Keith Melton. An historical advisor to the US intelligence community, Mr. Melton owns 
the world’s most extensive collections of espionage devices, weapons and equipment. Part 
of his large collection is on permanent display inside CIA Headquarters and is featured in 
his most recent book, The Ultimate Spy Book. He is currently a professor at The Centre for 
Counterintelligence and Security Studies in Alexandria, Virginia and lectures throughout 
the US intelligence community. He has produced and been featured in more than forty 
television documentaries on espionage.

Antonio Joseph Mendez. A former Chief of Disguise and Chief of the Graphics and Au-
thentication Division in the CIA’s Office of Technical Service, Mr. Mendez’s twenty-five year 
career with the Agency included undercover work in the most important theaters of the 
Cold War. Mr. Mendez conducted the secret rescue of six US diplomats during the Iran hos-
tage crisis in 1980. He is currently a landscape painter, author, lecturer and consultant on 
intelligence matters, as well as a consultant to the CBS television series, “The Agency.” His 
books include The Master of Disguise: My Secret Life in the CIA and Spy Dust: A True Story 
of Espionage and Romance, written with his wife Jonna.

Jonna Hiestand Mendez. A former Chief of Disguise in the CIA’s Office of Technical Service, 
Ms. Mendez is also a specialist in clandestine photography. Her twenty-seven year career 
included operational disguise responsibilities in the most hostile theaters of the Cold War, 
from Havana to Moscow to Beijing and ultimately into the Oval Office. She is currently a 
fine arts photographer, author, lecturer and consultant on intelligence matters, as well as a 
technical consultant to the CBS television series, “The Agency.” With her husband Antonio, 
she has recently published Spy Dust: A True Story of Espionage and Romance.

Dame Stella Rimington. As Director General of the British Security Service (MI5), Dame 
Stella was the first woman to hold the post and the first Director General to be publicly 
named on appointment. During her time as Director General she pursued a policy of 
greater openness for MI5, giving the 1994 Dimbleby lecture on BBC TV. She is currently an 
executive coach, mentor, and author and serves as a trustee of the charity ‘Refuge.’

Congressman Louis Stokes. As Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, Congress-
man Stokes was the first African-American to head a congressional investigating commit-
tee. His thirty-year congressional career included positions as Chairman and co-founder of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, seats on the House Select Committee on Assassinations, 
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the House Committee on Standards of Official Conduct, and the Iran-Contra Panel which 
investigated the illegal sale of arms to Iran. He is currently Senior Counsel at the law firm 
of Squire, Sanders and Dempsey.

The Honorable William H. Webster. The only person to have served as both Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (1978-1987) and Director of Central Intelligence (1987-
1991), Judge Webster’s distinguished career includes appointments as a judge of the US 
Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, a US District Court judge, and a federal prosecutor 
in Missouri. He is currently a senior partner with the law firm of Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & 
McCloy LLP.

R. James Woolsey. Former Director of Central Intelligence (1993-1995) holds a distin-
guished career in the U.S. Government where he served on five different occasions. Mr. 
Woolsey held Presidential appointments in two Republican and two Democratic admin-
istrations. He was also previously a partner at the law firm of Shea & Gardner in Wash-
ington, DC, where he practiced for 22 years in the fields of civil litigation and alternative 
dispute resolution. Mr. Woolsey is currently a Vice President and officer at Booz Allen 
Hamilton where he concentrates on the firms Energy Practice.

Representing the developer, The Malrite Company, on the Museum board:

Milton Maltz (Chairman of the Board.) Chairman of The Malrite Company and founder of 
the International Spy Museum, Mr. Maltz developed an interest in intelligence while work-
ing at the National Security Agency for the US Navy during the Korean War. In addition to 
a forty year career as principal of the Malrite Communications Group, Inc. which operated 
major market radio and television stations across the country, Mr. Maltz was a founder 
of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland, Ohio. Since retiring from the 
broadcast industry, Mr. Maltz has used his years of entertainment experience to develop 
museum projects across the country.

Karen Corbin (Ex Officio.) Chief Operating Officer of the International Spy Museum, Ms. 
Corbin spent four and a half years with The Franklin Institute in Philadelphia prior to 
joining the Museum in 2008. During her tenure at the Institute, Ms. Corbin oversaw the 
launch of several special exhibitions including: Titanic; Body Worlds; and Tutankhamun. 
Ms. Corbin also spent over twenty years in the broadcasting industry rising to Senior Vice 
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President of Programming & Development with Tribune Entertainment. Ms. Corbin has a 
bachelor’s degree in History from Washington University in St. Louis, MO.

Peter Earnest (Ex Officio.) Executive Director of the International Spy Museum, Mr. Ear-
nest’s thirty-six year CIA career included over twenty years in the Agency’s Clandestine 
Service. A member of the CIA’s Senior Intelligence Service, he was awarded the Agency’s 
Intelligence Medal of Merit for “superior performance” throughout his career. Mr. Earnest 
also served as the Agency’s principal spokesman in his final posting, developing and imple-
menting a strategy of greater openness with the media and the public.

James Gomez (Ex Officio.) President and COO of the Malrite Company, Mr. Gomez spent 
more than six years in the public and private accounting industries including serving as a 
Senior Consultant and Auditor for Ernst & Young, LLP, where he worked in the Assurance 
and Advisory Business Services Groups before joining The Malrite Company in April 2000. 
He is a Certified Public Accountant and has a bachelor’s degree in business and accounting 
from Cleveland State University.

#     #     #

For more information, please contact:
Amanda Abrell
International Spy Museum
P] 202.654.2843, F] 202.393.7797
aabrell@spymuseum.org
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